
.<,eosr,;. UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
\ REGION 6 

I ** \ 1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75202-2733 

M 7 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL. RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
7009 1680 0002 2887 1434 

Mr. Tony Garza 
Hilcorp Energy 
P. O. Box 280 
Refugio, Texas 78377-0280 

RE: Clean Water Act, Section 308 Information Request 
Oil Spill in Jackson County, TX on or about March 30, 2010 
NRC Report No: 935528 

Dear Mr. Garza: 

Pursuant to Section 308 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), 33 U.S.C. Section 1318 et seq., 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has the authority to request 
information pertinent to carrying out its responsibilities under the CWA. Accordingly, this 
Information Request is hereby served on you and Hilcorp Energy. 

Compliance with the provisions of this letter is mandatory. Your responses to the 
questions are to be submitted to EPA and postmarked within thirty (30) days of receipt of this 
letter. The response must be signed by a duly authorized official of Hilcorp Energy. The 
information will be considered in the evaluation of the extent of your compliance with the federal 
regulations governing the discharge, or threat of discharge, of hazardous substances, pollutants, 
or contaminants into navigable waters of the United States; 

Failure to respond fully and truthfully to the Information Request, or to adequately justify 
such failure to respond, will be considered a violation of Section 309 of the CWA, as amended 
by the Water Quality Act of 1987, which can result in enforcement action by EPA. Section 309 
of the CWA permits EPA to seek the imposition of civil and criminal penalties for failure to 
submit information requested under Section 308 of the CWA, including issuance of an 
Administrative Penalty Order or referral to the United States Department of Justice for judicial 
action with monetary fines. Please be further advised that providing false, misleading, or 
fraudulent statements or representations, may subject you to criminal penalties under Section 309 
of the CWA. 
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This Information Request is not subject to the approval requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, of 1980, as amended, 44 U.S.C. Section 3501, et. seq., as described in 5 CFR Part 
1320.3(c). 

You are hereby requested to provide the following information regarding the oil spill, 
which occurred on or about March 30, 2010, in Jackson County, TX: 

I. A report regarding the spill of well fluids into a water body, which occurred on or 
about March 30, 2010. (If the name of the water body is not available, use the 
best description available.) 

2 . The amount of product spilled (in either barrels or gallons). For releases of 
mixtures, include the total volume and either volumes or relative percentages of 
each component. If any reported value is an estimate, describe the method used to 
develop the estimate. 

3. Duration of the spill event. Report the time and date the spill began, how long the 
product remained in the watercourse, as well as on the shoreline or banks and 
when the cleanup operations were considered complete and all product removed 
from waters of the United States and adjoining shoreline. 

4. The cause of the spill. 

5. Name of the immediate receiving ditch, creek, stream, river, lake, arroyo, swale, 
etc. if known. 

A. Also include the names of all downstream receiving waters that the 
spill affected. 

B. Additionally, list all downstream receiving water bodies to the first 
major river or lake, regardless of whether or not the spill affected 
the water bodies. 

6. Site location map. 

7. Drawing of the site showing locations of the facilities. 

8. Sketch of the spill site showing extent of the spill. 

9. Photographs of the spill and the spill site both before and after cleanup. 

10. Documentation of any penalties assessed by local, state or federal agencies. 

II. State the owner and operator of the equipment or facility from which the spill 
originated. 



In some instances, information requested by EPA may be considered confidential 
business information (CBI) by the provider of that information. Should any of the information 
requested by EPA as part of this request for information be considered CBI material by Hilcorp 
Energy, you must assert that claim as part of your reply. The final determination regarding this 
material will be made by EPA per the regulations found in 40 CFR Part 2.204. 

Please mail your response to the following address: 

Mr. Nelson Smith 
Superfund Division (6SF-PC) 
U. S. EPA Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

If you have any questions relating to this Information Request, please contact 
Mr. Nelson Smith at (214) 665-8489. 

Sincerely yo 

Mark A. Hansen 
Acting Associate Director 
Prevention and Response Branch 
Superfimd Division 



Post Office Box 61229 
Houston, TX 77208-1229 

1201 Louisiana 
Suite 1400 
Houston, TX 77002 

Phone: 713/209-2400 
Fax: 713/209-2478 

M 

Hilcorp Energy Company 

June 23,2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL 70092820000363068419 

Mr. Nelson Smith 
Superfund Division (6SF-PC) 
U.S. EPA Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

Dear Mr. Smith, 

SUBJECT: CT,F,AN WATER ACT. SECTION 308 INFORMATION REOUEST-
OIL/PRODUCED WATER RELEASE. 3/29/10. IN JACKSON COUNTY 

Hilcorp Energy Company is writing this letter in response to your request for information on an oil and 
produced water release that occurred at one of its oil and gas fields in Jackson County, Texas. The spiU 
occurred in the South Field (West Ranch Lease) associated Hdcorp's West Ranch Oil & Gas Field. The spill was 
reported to the Railroad Commission of Texas and the Texas General Land Office (incident #20100963). The 
requested information follows here. 

1. Please find attached for your review a copy of the incident report letter submitted to The Railroad 
Commission of Texas. The body of water affected was a marsh area just north of Venado Lake. 

2. The amotmt of product spilled was estimated to be five barrels of oil and one hundred barrels of 
produced water. 

3. The spill was discovered at approximately 3:40pm on March 29, 2010. Hilcorp personnel immediately 
isolated the source of the release and deployed both sorbent booms and pads to contain the release and 
recover the product. The boom was left in place to collect any remaining product that may remain along 
the bank area. Recovery efforts were completed in four days. 

4. The cause of the release was determined to be a leak caused by external corrosion. 

5. The affected water body was marsh area located just north of Venado Lake. Venado Lake feeds 
downstream into the Lavaca Bay (est. distance is two miles). Lavaca Bay then flows southeast 8 miles 
(estimated) in to Matagorda Bay. Matagorda Bay gradually empties into the Gulf of Mexico (est. 20 mdes). 

6. See attached map. 

7. See attached map referenced above in request #6. 

8. See attached sketch. 

9. Before and after pictures are not available at this time. 

10. To date, no penalties have been assessed by any local, state or federal agency. 

11. Hilcorp Energy is the owner/operator of the West Ranch Field 

No significant damage or lasting impacts to the environment was noted as a result of this spiU. If you need any 
further information, please do not hesitate to contact me direcdy. Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation i 

-I 
-J« 

Cory Job 
Environmental Coordinator 
Hilcorp Energy Company 

cc: File 



Hilcorp Energy Company Post Office Box 61229 
Houston, TX 77208-1229 

March 6, 2010 
1201 Louisiana 

CERTIFIED MAIL 70092820000363067689 Housto^"^ 77002 

The RaUroad Commission of Texas ^"713 "oS'S"" 
Oil & Gas Division 
District #2 Office 
115 East Travis Street, Suite 1610 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

To Whom it May Concern, 

SUBJECT: WEST RANCH FIELD - SOUTH FIELD A^EST RANCH LEASE). SATELLITE 
#26 - OIL/iPRODUCED WATEER RELEASE 

Hilcorp Energy Company is writing this letter as a follow-up on an oil and produced water release that was 
reported to your agency on March 29, 2010 at approximately 3:40 pm. The release occurred on the six inch line 
associated with the field's Satellite #26 system on the West Ranch Lease in Vanderbilt, Texas. The release 
occurred due to external corrosion on the lines dresser sleeve. Upon discovery, Hilcorp personnel immediately 
isolated the source and made proper notifications. Recovery operations consisted of isolating the path of the 
release with absorbent boom along the bank line and utilizing a vacuum truck to collect all standing product. 
Please note that upon taking ownership of the West Ranch field, Hilcorp has placed boom around strategic 
areas associated with the fields' series of satellites and weirs. Recovery operations were complete in four days. 
Absorbent boom has been left along the bank line to collect any remaining product with tidal fluctuations. It is 
estimated that five barrels of oil and one hundred barrels of produced water were released as a result of this 
incident. The damaged dresser sleeve wiU. be replaced before bringing the Satellite station back online. Please 
note that representatives from the Railroad Commission of Texas, Texas General Land Office and the United 
States Coast Guard were onsite and approved of recovery operations. Hilcorp will continue to monitor the 
area and remediate as necessary. If you have any questions, or need further information, please do not hesitate 
to contact me directiy. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Coryjohn^on^ 
Environmental Coordinator 
Hilcorp Energy Company 

cc: Texas General Land Office - Region 3 
6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5847 
Natural Resource Center 
Corpus Christi, TX 78412-5847 
Attn: Kim Griffin 

Greg Lalicker 
Randy Parker 
Tony Garza 
Jill Goss 
Joey Hayles 
Jem 







NRC#935528 
HQS-PF-fldr-NRC to: R6 SpillReports 03/30/2010 09:01 AM 

NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER 1-800-424-8802 
***GOVERNMENT USE ONLY***GOVERNMENT USE ONLY*** 

Information released to a third party shall comply with any. 
applicable federal and/or state Freedom of Information and Privacy Laws 

Incident Report # 935528 

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION 

*Report taken by: CIV KEVIN WILLIAMS at 09:51 on'30-MAR-10 
Incident Type: PIPELINE 
Incident Cause: EQUIPMENT FAILURE 
Affected Area: MENEESE LAKE 
Incident was discovered on 30-MAR-I0 at 07:30 local incident time. 
Affected Medium: WATER MENEESE LAKE 

REPORTING PARTY 
Name: TONY GARZA EXT 234 
Organization: HILCORP ENERGY 
Address: 537 QUINTANA ROAD 

PO BOX 280 
PRIMARY PHONE # EXTENSION IS 234 
REFUGIO, TX 

HILCORP ENERGY reported for the responsible party. 
PRIMARY Phone: (361)5262373 CELLULAR Phone: (361)3182209 
Type of Organization: PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 

Name: 
Organization: 
Address: 

SUSPECTED RESPONSIBLE PARTY 
TONY GARZA 
HILCORP ENERGY 

r-QUlNT'i^jg 
PO BOX 280 > 

&3S SAD 

PRIMARY PHONE •# UJUiIiiMIDliPlJJ 
REFUGIO, TX 

PRIMARY Phone: (361)5262373 CELXULAR Phone: (361)3182209 

INCIDENT LOCATION 
1421 MOBILE OIL ROAD County: JACKSON 
City: VANDERBILT State: TX 
MENEESE LAKE 

RELEASED MATERIAL(S) 
CHRIS Code: NCC Official Material Name: NO CHRIS COD: 
Also Known As: SALT WATER 
Qty Released: 100 BARREL(S) 
CHRIS Code: OIL Official Material Name: OIL: CRUDE 
Also Known As: 
Qty Released: 5 BARREL(S) Qty in Water: 4 QUART(S) 

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT 
CALLER STATED DUE TO SIX INCH FIBERGLASS GATHERING LINE THAT 
RUPTURED THERE WAS A SPILL OF CRUDE AND AND SALT WATER ON THE LAND. 
CALLER STATED SOME OF THE SPILL REACHED THE MENEESE LAKE. THIS 



SPILL OCCURRED ON LAND YESTERDAY AND REACHED WATER TODAY. 

SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

INCIDENT DETAILS 
Pipeline Type: GATHERING 
DOT Regulated: NO 
Pipeline Above/Belpw Ground: BELOW 
Exposed or Under Water: NO 
Pipeline Covered: UNKNOWN 

SHEEN INFORMATION---
Sheen Color: YELLOWISH BROWN 
Sheen Odor Description: 
Sheen Travel Direction: 
Sheen Size Length: 3,00 . .YARDS 
Sheen Size Width: 20" FEET 
---WATER INFORMATION---
Body of Water: MENEESE LAKE 
Tributary of: 
Nearest River Mile Marker: 
Water Supply Contaminated: UNKNOWN 

Fire Involved: NO 
IMPACT 

Fire Extinguished: UNKNOWN 

INJURIES: NO 
FATALITIES: NO 
EVACUATIONS:NO 

Hospitalized: 
Empl/Crew: 
Who Evacuated: 

Empl/Crew: 
Passenger: 

Radius/Area: 

Passenger: 
Occupant: 

Damages: NO 

Closure Type Description of Closure 
N 

Air 
N 

Road: 
N 

Waterway: 
N 

Track: 

Hours 
Closed 

Direction of 
Closure 

Major 
Artery:N 

Environmental Impact: UNKNOWN 
Media Interest: NONE Community Impact due to Material: 

REMEDIAL ACTIONS 
CALLER STATED THEY ARE USING A VACUUM TRUCK AND BOOMS TO ASSIST 
WITH THE CLEAN UP OF THE SPILL. CALLER STATED A CONTRACTOR (OIL 
MOP) HAS BEEN NOTIFIED AND THEY ARE EN ROUTE. 
Release Secured: YES 
Release Rate: 
Estimated Release Duration: 

WEATHER 
Weather: CLEAR, 76°F 

ADDITIONAL AGENCIES NOTIFIED 
Federal: NONE 



State/Local: TGIiO, TRRC 
State/Local On Scene: NONE 
State Agency Number: 20100963 

NOTIFICATIONS BY NRG 
DHS NOG (NOG) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (202)2828114 
USGG IGG (IGG ONI) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (301)6693363 
DHS PROTECTIVE SECURITY ADVISOR (PSA DESK) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (703)2355724 
DOT CRISIS MANAGEMENT CENTER (MAIN OFFICE) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (202)3661863 
U.S. EPA VI (MAIN OFFICE) 

30-MAR-10 10:01 (866)3727745 ADAMS 
GULF STRIKE TEAM (MAIN OFFICE) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (251)4416601 
JFO-LA (COMMAND CENTER) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (225)3366513 . 
MSSO PORT LAVACA (MAIN OFFICE) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (361)5820362 
NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE COORD CTR (MAIN OFFICE) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (202)2829201 
NOAA RPTS FOR TX (MAIN OFFICE) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (206)5264911 
PIPELINE t HAZMAT SAFETY ADMIN (OFFICE OF PIPELINE SAFETY (AUTO)) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (202)3660568 
SECTOR CORPUS CHRISTI (COMMAND CENTER) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (361)9396393 
TCEQ (MAIN OFFICE) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (512)2392507 
TX GENERAL LAND OFFICE (TXGLO REGION 5) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (361)5528081 
TEXAS STATE OPERATIONS CENTER (COMMAND CENTER) 

30-MAR-10 10:00 (512)4242208 

, ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
CALLER DID NOT HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

*** END INCIDENT REPORT.#935528 *** 
Report any problems by calling 1-80O-424-88O2 

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.nrc.uscg.mil 
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